- ° e oo
Sz

7 RN m IVe rS I t t

A== A\ E.

= fA= Ve 5= ‘;

eNleibE

@ wien
{Zanss’

Faculty of Social Sciences

MyKnet.org:
The Cultural History & Social Life of
an Indigenous Web-Based Environment

Philipp Budka

http://www.philbu.net
University of Vienna
Department of Social & Cultural Anthropology

21 June 2019 RESAW19 / Budka MyKnet.org 1



Research / Methodology

« Digital / media anthropology project
— Internet in (remote) indigenous communities
— geographical, historical & sociocultural contexts
— socio-technical infrastructures & relationships
— digital practices related to everyday internet appropriation
— socio-technical change

« Ethnographic fieldwork
— 6 months between 2006—2008: Northwestern Ontario
(participant observation, group discussions & 96 interviews)
— 2006—-2014: web-based environments
(following research partners’ online activities — participant observation,
conversations & online surveys — 2007 [N=1,246] & 2011 [N=117])

* Internet Archive's Wayback Machine
— archaeological tool for research into history of MyKnet.org
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Northwestern
Ontario

 Size of France

* Opverall indigenous
population ~45,000
— Qjibwa, Oji-Cree &
Cree
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First Nations In
Northwestern Ontario

» Remote communities
— fly-in (summer)
— winter road

 Almost no telecom infrastructure
till middle of 1990s
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KO-KNET — Nishnawbe-Aski
Infrastructure & First Nations

Services -
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« KO-KNET
— bulletin board system (1994)

KO-KNET - Infrastructure & Services

— connect indigenous people in region's remote (indigenous) communities
through (broadband) internet — community-driven projects (2000s)

— give people choice & possibility to stay in home communities

A
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K-Net Bulletin Board Service

Come and visit our online community

File E-ail and Who's Personal
Library K-hlet Conferences Onlina Properties

View/Create home pages Add an event

We wall be domg some upgrades to K-Met
These improvements will giee you addmonal options
I you run into problems send 2 E-Het message to Dan Pellenn
Thank yeo m advance

[dews| Everts|Fundraisers | heetmgs|
i P Sh B e b B et MWL
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KO-KNET —

Kuhkenah Network
in Ontario

Infrastructure &
Services

Infrastructure

— landline & satellite broadband

internet,

mobile phone network

Services

— KO eHealth / Telemedicine,
Keewaytinook Internet High School,
video conferencing,

MyKnet.org
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Welcome to Keewaytinook Mobile M

Keewaytinook Mobile (KM is the new First Mation owned telecom group delivering GSM cellular and data services in remote and
rural communities across nothern Ontario. The KM consartium is warking in partnership with Keewatinook Okimakanak's
Kuhkenah Metwork (k-Mef) and the other partiners included on the PARTMERS page to develop this service

Your community's Pay-As-You-Go mohile phone service provides new security and safety for you when working and traveling in the
narth and to ather communities.

It gives you the ahility to cammunicate with friends and family in 2 convenient and cost effective way — no maonthly bills, no
contracts, no other fees for special services such as Yoicemail, Text Messaging and Call Display! There is only the [ow per minute

charge for local and long distance charges that needs to be prepaid to use your GEM phone.

Faryour convenience, we will include everything you need to know about your Pay-As-You-Go service inone place. We will
continue to update this web site as new developments, services and updates occur.

To get started, review the information on this web site and bookmark it for future reference. Then follow the steps outlined below,

STEPS for getting started:

Selecting Your Using Your Manage Your
Phone Phone Account

Click here for more options (G i o e Click here for more info

Keewaytinook Mobility
Operations Centre

Keewaytinook Okimakanak
Box 1439, 114 King Street
Sioux Lookaut, ON, PET 1B9
T. B07-737-1135
F:807-737-1720

W hitpiknet.ca




MyKnet.org

Set up in 1998

— exclusively for First Nations people (youth)

— create digital presences
— cost- & commercial-free environment

MYKNETS0 =

Provided by: Uger List

Wi

%,

2000 — different age groups across NO &

neighbouring regions

2013 — ~25,000 active
homepages (user accounts)

» Home » Homepages » Tutorlals

» News » First Nations » Language  » About K.O.

fomepages =

v G

MYKNET. ORG |

MyKnet.org -

» Keawaytinook Okimakanak
» K-Net Services

2014 — decline of users

— new MyKnet.org’'s hosting platform
— need to set up new pages

— rise of commercial social
networking platforms

(Facebook since 2011)

2019 — ~2,900 homepages
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Done

NOTICE!:

K-Net was originally set up to provide a safe and healthy on-line space for young people. This same basis principle and
requirement still exists today for everyone using the on-line services available on K-Net. Anyone creating a myKNet.org
homepage is also required to follow this simple guideline. Therefore if any homepage contains material that another K-Net
user finds offensive or inappropriate, the page will be suspended until this material is removed.

We do require everyone viewing these pages to write to homepages@knet.ca if they find any inappropriate material
providing us with the name of the page and a description of the offensive material. Thank you for your support in helping
make this on-line resource a safe and healthy environment for everyone.

I you are having problems or have a complaint against a site you can reach us and get help at K-Net HELP
Forums.

»» Home » Homepages » Tutorials » Keewaytinook Okimakanak

# Mews » First Mations ¥ Language * About K.O. # K-Net Services
Lt LT N [l o E L ERVELTEA RN »» Emaail ** Organizations »* Arts & Crafts »» Health »» Contact
(el I RN ORGP R)alR] 2 Chat » Businesses  » Youth » Highschool

LOGIN |SIGNUP| USER'S LIST HELP

Click the link below for more inforr - HOME
http://myknet.org/overguota.html

Top 100 Homepages Ranked by Hits

Coogle Search

* myknetorg ¢ firstnation.ca
firstnationschools.ca o o
This Lst iz based on the myknet org counter statistics that are on these persons homepage. Tt

httpofangiemorris.myknet.org Hits: 14529
httpefangusmiles myknet.org Hits: 8571
hitp:dwillowfiddlermyknet.org Hits: 81237
http:#francinekakepeturn.myknet.org Hits: 7815
httpdterrymamakasia. myknet.org Hits: 6850
httpedibarbkakepetum . mylnet.org Hits: 6842
http:#lecnakakepetum.myknet.org Hits: 8078
http:¥maxinekakepetum.myknet.org Hits: 5828

Last Updated Homepages

Most Popular Homepages

1 Login
Ly Edit your existing Home

I-.~# Sian Up




MyKnet.org

 MyKnet.org between 2004-2008 (>30,000)

— (1) build & maintain social relationships across distance
(in infrastructurally disadvantaged region)

— communicating via communication boxes

— linking family & friends' pages

— “Web-based directory” / “archive” of indigenous people in Northwestern
Ontario (real name policy)

— (2) different forms of cultural representation & identity construction /
negotiation

— representing homepage producers, families & communities

— creating, displaying & sharing pictures, music, texts, website layouts &
artwork

— community-developed & community-controlled (KO-KNET)
— importance of locality & indigeneity

(e.g. Bell et al. 2012; Budka 2015, 2019; Budka et al. 2009)
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MyKnet.org — “Digital Biography” / 2002

MACKENZIE, TAYLOR,JOHN,NATALIE,SASHA,ZACK,ME,NACMI
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MyKnet.org — “Digital Biography” / 2003

Real Naj
Nicknan
From:
Ocoupa

Hobbies:
Quote:

Hltoic: Scyers @ Myhust .org

o The Storybegins

[alicia (114 [T lady 0 flying solo but oh so/in love/! 3 fires // garden
tiver
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MyKnet.org — “Digital Biography” / 2004

ALICWASAYERG

B mUSIC PAGE

a
B alicia sayers; unique; 14,
independant, g.rfn, catch

C me if you can, 3 fires native;
gl parties' fiends'
boxng' pow wow's' dances,
mere? don't know me yet

a
® lunm: saturday getting my
hatr done cut and layerd.
yess|. went to the mall and
bought all my stuff for my
tripfich. oh geus!. sexy kanye
and fine usher are in t.o when

e absites

™ get a ticket;). that would be
/ y . i my ultimate day to see both
/ / of them livel. drools
my b-day's tomorrow, 15
. . babyy!. who wants to buy
«UIA VIUSIC 0 B T e Bt
a "fam" thingy!. but when 1
get back from toronto 1m
gonna have a b-day for me
with my girlsl be re

mamsnnademail Address:

ladiess. (no paticular orden) i
Ten. Deltie. Chels. Heather,  2abV_neech@hotmail com

Erin, Alex, Lise, Melly,
Eleatz, Lace, Bean, Kayla.

new layout, ya like? musicThis page has had visits
page is down yes i
ENCOWI. check my old

1256924



MyKnet.org — “Digital Biography” / 2012

21 OWilfrid Laurier University . Garden River First Mation

It zeems that many fall back on a year to "sum" up or dictate and reflect on their
success ar failures. life is now and alvways moving. for 2010, | am looking forward
to @ healthy, safe, stress free year. | accomplished & lot of what | wanted during
2009 and novw, | have to keep this going, 'm enjoying 2010 right now bot i weart
mare.. my deal for 2010 s my culture, to cortinue volurtesring, to find out about me
and get what | want.

Az | =aidin 2010, "life is now and always maving." | have been ahle to grow and
achigwve & lot mare than | expected in 2010 and | wvill do the same in 2011 . 1am
wworking toweards gradusting and stepping into the weorld of opportunity
[career-wise] and look forward to connecting with nesw people. Being in tune with
ey culture iz key, it has been the frontrunner inmey life and it alaeays will be.

"t's not howy good you are, it's how good you weant to be"
- Paul Arden
"Act the way wou'd like to be and soon you'll be the way you act.”
- Leonatd Coben

My Favourite Websites

This page has had visits
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alicia sayers
“dant et vesterday fif up today”

nineteen | brantfordtaronto | wilfrid laurier university

and it begins...

- wweowy, been o long since i've done this knet thing! haha. figured i would
like to keep thizs up today - did the journal, myspace, blogger, vadda yadda
thing. .. but it's back to sgquare onel

- zecond semester was killer. first semester was bomb. | am o glad that i
did weell all vear! studying & hard work really does pay offl

- living in toronto again and started my nesw job dowenitowen. zhould be an
interestingieducational summer!

- bought & newy baky ferret and she iz simply sdorable, name's Hallywwaod
&it zuts hertoaT

- RADIO SHOW iz on temp. hiatus due to work- . but vou should tune in -
Saturday's at 8:30pm Eastern time (subject to changefreplay) - i spesk my
mind, i am frank and i laugh a lot. may not be zuitable for al ages @) -

hittp ity live 365 camistationsfodutty Y ste=pra

well L ive got =0 much to do with mey future . ioam realizing a 1ot right skbout
nowy and that | need to evalve. i've gat the smbition to succeed and it's
extremely wonderful to know that i will make it. i just don't knows whenl i am
daing =0 much to build rapport for my future career but i still need to do s 1ot
mare. i am not a swriting junkie, i am shy bt i love the camera.... sometimes |
wonder where i will end up. i need to get into PR, marketing ar
broadcasting and then into management. lord help mel

“Reasonable men adapt themseles to the world
Unreasohable meh adaot the workd to themselves,
That's whir 2ff pragress depends oh dnredsonable men”
My Favourite Websites
® |net

Email Address:
alicia.zayvers@amail.cam

This page has had visits



Conclusion

 MyKnet.org as indigenous web archive
— local population (& digital representation / identity / biography)
— digital artifacts / objects
— changing digital (mundane) practices
 MyKnet.org as case for
— (cultural) diversity (of digital culture)
— non-Euroamerican web / digital culture
— reality of socio-technical change

— need for cultural continuity
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