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Research / Methodology 

● Digital / media anthropology project 
→ Internet in (remote) indigenous communities
→ geographical, historical & sociocultural contexts
→ socio-technical infrastructures & relationships
→ digital practices related to everyday internet appropriation  
→ socio-technical change 

● Ethnographic fieldwork 
→ 6 months between 2006–2008: Northwestern Ontario 
(participant observation, group discussions & 96 interviews) 
→ 2006–2014: web-based environments
(following research partners’ online activities → participant observation, 
conversations & online surveys → 2007 [N=1,246] & 2011 [N=117])

● Internet Archive's Wayback Machine  
→ archaeological tool for research into history of MyKnet.org
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Northwestern 
Ontario

● Size of France

● Overall indigenous 
population ~45,000
→ Ojibwa, Oji-Cree & 
Cree
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First Nations in 
Northwestern Ontario 

● Remote communities 
→ fly-in (summer) 
→ winter road 

● Almost no telecom infrastructure 
till middle of 1990s   
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KO-KNET – 
Infrastructure & 

Services 

● Keewaytinook Okimakanak 
(KO) Tribal Council
→ association of 6 First Nations 

● 1994 
→ Kuh-ke-nah Network 
(KO-KNET)
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KO-KNET – Infrastructure & Services 

● KO-KNET

→ bulletin board system (1994) 

→ connect indigenous people in region's remote (indigenous) communities 
through (broadband) internet → community-driven projects (2000s)  

→ give people choice & possibility to stay in home communities  
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KO-KNET – 
Infrastructure & 

Services 
● Infrastructure 

→ landline & satellite broadband 
internet, 
mobile phone network 

● Services 
→ KO eHealth / Telemedicine, 
Keewaytinook Internet High School, 
video conferencing, 
MyKnet.org 
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MyKnet.org 

● Set up in 1998  
→ exclusively for First Nations people (youth) 
→ create digital presences 
→ cost- & commercial-free environment  

● 2000 → different age groups across NO & 
neighbouring regions 

● 2013 → ~25,000 active 
homepages (user accounts)

● 2014 → decline of users 
→ new MyKnet.org’s hosting platform 
→ need to set up new pages
→ rise of commercial social 
networking platforms 
(Facebook since 2011)

● 2019 → ~2,900 homepages 
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MyKnet.org 

● MyKnet.org between 2004–2008 (>30,000) 

→ (1) build & maintain social relationships across distance 
(in infrastructurally disadvantaged region)
→ communicating via communication boxes 
→ linking family & friends' pages   

→ “Web-based directory” / “archive” of indigenous people in Northwestern 
Ontario (real name policy)

→ (2) different forms of cultural representation & identity construction / 
negotiation 
→ representing homepage producers, families & communities 
→ creating, displaying & sharing pictures, music, texts, website layouts & 
artwork

→ community-developed & community-controlled (KO-KNET)
→ importance of locality & indigeneity 

(e.g. Bell et al. 2012; Budka 2015, 2019; Budka et al. 2009)  
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MyKnet.org – “Digital Biography” / 2002



21 June 2019 RESAW19 / Budka_MyKnet.org 11

MyKnet.org – “Digital Biography” / 2003
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MyKnet.org – “Digital Biography” / 2004
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MyKnet.org – “Digital Biography” / 2012



21 June 2019 RESAW19 / Budka_MyKnet.org 14

Conclusion

● MyKnet.org as indigenous web archive

→ local population (& digital representation / identity / biography)

→ digital artifacts / objects 

→ changing digital (mundane) practices

● MyKnet.org as case for 

→ (cultural) diversity (of digital culture)

→ non-Euroamerican web / digital culture

→ reality of socio-technical change

→ need for cultural continuity 
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