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objective

● not case against ... 
social media or specific services 

● but case for ...
media / technology diversity that is cultural diversity 

● through activist projects & practices 

● UNESCO Interactive 
Atlas of the World’s 
Languages in Danger 
http://www.unesco.org/culture/languages-atlas/en/atlasmap.html



 Budka - Indigenous Cyberactivism 4

cyber / digital / online activism

● no single definition / no clear boundaries
● different activist practices, strategies, forms of, ... 
● social / political change central
● a possible typology for cyberactivist practices (Vegh 2003): 

(1) awareness  / advocacy -> organizing & carrying out actions
(2) organization / mobilization -> call for actions 
(3) action / reaction -> "hacktivism" 

● need for more research -> historically informed, 
contextualized, ethnographic

● Vegh, Sandor (2003): Classifying forms of online activism: the case of cyberprotests 
against the World Bank. In: McCaughey, M., Ayers, M. D. (eds.) Cyberactivism: 
Online activism in theory and practice. New York & London: Routledge. 
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indigenous cyberactivism
● indigenous people / movements / groups early ICT adopters -> 

improve political / sociocultural / economic situation 
● outreach / inreach initiatives (Landzelius 2006)
● outreach: 

Zapatistas / EZLN in Mexico (1994) -> transnational networks of 
support & solidarisation use ICT -> eletronic solidarity scapes -> 
counter publics -> political negotiations   

● inreach: 
KO-Knet in Canada (1994) -> ICT infrastructure -> ICT services 
-> community owned & controlled 

● Landzelius, Kyra (2006): Introduction: Native on the net. In: Landzelius, K. (ed.) 
Native on the net: Indigenous and diasporic peoples in the virtual age. New York & 
London: Routledge. 
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Keewaytinook Okimakanak's Kuhkenah Network 
(KO-Knet – www.knet.ca)

● connecting First Nation people & communities in northwestern 
Ontario -> remote region / isolated communities

● from bulletin board to broadband / satellite internet infrastructure & 
services 

● telemedicine, internet high school, video conferencing, IP cell 
phone network, IT training, personal e-mail & 
web presence, ...

● The Journal of Community Informatics Special Issue 
(2009): CI & Indigenous Communities in Canada – 
The K-Net (Keewaytinook Okimakanak's Kuhkenah) 
Experience, 
http://ci-journal.net/index.php/ciej/issue/view/27
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MyKnet.org – "the native facebook"?

● (ad)free webspace -> personal homepages   
● about 30.000 active accounts (total pop. 50.000)
● set-up for the youth (~50% < 24) 
● users are also active producers 

-> creating representations of local daily life, 
-> learning to write, code, design, discuss  

● MyKnet.org & Facebook (2011):
communicating / connecting via FB vs 
designing / creating & gathering local info via MyKnet.org 

● Budka, P., Bell, B., & Fiser, A. (2009): MyKnet.org: How Northern Ontario's First 
Nation communities made themselves at home on the World Wide Web. The Journal 
of Community Informatics, 5(2), http://ci-
journal.net/index.php/ciej/article/view/568/450



  

“safe and healthy on-line space 
for young people”

"... knowing native people have 
a place to visit on the WWW"

"… to have a native web page 
for the whole world to see ..."
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(indigenous) cyberactivism = cultural activism

● diversity of cultures   
● but dominance of few = marginalization of many 
● need to support local languages, 

cultural heritage & practices 
● through 

(1) control & ownership
(2) cooperation, networking 
& sharing

● considering limitations ...
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